Section 3

Messages that Win Community Support 
for Your School and Your Budget  

Extensive polling and focus groups, including those conducted recently by NJPSA, show that a winning message to voters is one that says your school: 

∆ is safe and disciplined, 

∆ instills the values of hard work, respect, and personal responsibility, and 

∆ provides a good return-on-investment. 

What Voters and Legislators Want to Hear

My school is….

1. Safe

Above all, voters expect their public schools to be safe havens in an increasingly dangerous world.  

Example: If you do not currently have an ongoing relationship with leaders of your local police force, begin one. If your community does not have its own police force, reach out to the state troopers. Work with them collaboratively to create assembly programs and classroom exercises about ways your school can build a stronger sense of community and increase tolerance and respect for others. Be sure to invite local reporters, business owners, school board members, etc. to the program. 

2. Positive Learning Environment 

After school safety, voters want schools to be well-disciplined communities of learners. Voters want to see groups of students who are orderly and actively engaged in learning, but this issue goes beyond the classroom to a school climate for optimal learning.  To gather public support for your school, consider the following:   
Showcase student work and invite the community to join you:

∆ During an event such as an arts show or school fair

∆ Host regular classroom visits

∆ Plan a walk-through with parents

3. Good Value 

As we are in the midst of a global fiscal and economic crisis, voters want to know that their tax dollars are being invested wisely. They want to know their school is producing good results.

Example: According to Education Week’s Annual Quality Counts Report, New Jersey ranks fifth in the nation overall on a wide range of educational indicators. Overall, the report shows that our students have a greater chance for success than even the state that ranks first, Maryland. We can be particularly proud that our district (or school) is above the state average in important areas by listing the most important areas where your district (or school) beats the state average according to the NJ School Report Card (http://education.state.nj.us/rc/ ).
4. Instill a culture of hard work, respect, and personal responsibility in the school.
Voters want schools to teach students the importance of working hard, of taking personal responsibility, and of showing respect for others. 

∆ Model your work ethic, “walk the talk”

∆ Express respect for others in all your interactions

∆ Inspire a sense of responsibility

∆ Display appreciation for hard work

In short, the goal is to showcase your school as a place that is safe and secure, that successfully engages and excites students about learning, that is efficient and budget conscious about all decisions and that supports the value of hard work, personal responsibility, and respect for others.
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